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A Waco woman called “Mom” by capital
murder defendant David Wayne Spence testi-
fied Wednesday that Spence became nervous
and depressed shortly after the bodies of
three teen-agers were discovered near Lake
Waco and confessed to her that he thought he
had killed someone.

Dorothy Miles, a former neighbor of
Spence who has known him for eight years,
said Spence’s behavior changed drastically
after the bodies of Jill Montgomery, Raylene
Rice and Kenneth Franks were found at Spee-
gleville Park on July 14, 1982.

Spence, 25, is on trial in 54th State District
Court in the death of Miss Montgomery. He
also faces capital murder charges in the

Woman testifies on mood change

deaths of the other teens.

Mrs. Miles, who said she “thinks the world
of David,” said Spence would visit her practi-
cally every weekend while they were neigh-
bors. On the weekend following the Lake
Waco slayings, Mrs. Miles said that Spence
acted depressed and appeared to be “deep in
thought.”

“He seemed very nervous,” Mrs. Miles said.
“He was usually jolly and carefree, but he
was very tense. He said he was just uptight
from lack of sleep, but whenever he would
hear a car come down the street, he would
jump up and look out the window to see if it

was going to stop in front of the house. I had
never seen him act like that before.”

Spence returned to Mrs. Miles' residence
during the last week of July, she said, and
again, “was not acting like himself.” She said
that when she asked him what was wrong, he
said that he was in trouble and had done
something bad,

Spence visited again during the second
week of August, and was “very, very down in
the dumps,” Mrs. Miles said. She said his
drinking increased and “he looked real bad to
me.”

“I asked him what was wrong, and he said

bor: Spence was °depressed’

he had done something bad. He said, ‘I think I
killed somebody,” and I said, ‘Don’t you think
you would know if you killed somebody or
not?” But he told me to drop it, so I did. It
made me feel sick fo my stomach,” Mrs.
Miles said.

On two occasions, Mrs. Miles said that
Spence was accompanied to her residence by
Gilbert Melendez, another of the four defend-
ants charged in the triple homicides.

Melendez’s brother, Anthony, 25, pleaded
guilty last week to two counts of murder in
the deaths of Miss Montgomery and Franks
and was assessed two life prison terms. He is
expected to testify against Spence, court offi-
cials have indicated.

Please see FORMER, Page 24
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